As California’s legal cannabis market matures, exposure to cannabis
marketing, and the range of cannabis products, have grown with it. Laws
and regulations must also evolve alongside this new market to ensure the
safety of our children and youth.

« “Marijuana products shall be: (1) Not designed to be appealing to children
or easily confused with commercially sold candy or foods that do not
contain marijuana.”

» Purpose and intent to “Prohibit the marketing and advertising of
nonmedical marijuana to persons younger than 21years old;”

» “Produced and sold with a standardized dosage of cannabinoids not to
exceed ten [10) milligrams tetrahydrocannabinol [THC) per serving.”

Inexplicably, regulations weakened, rather than enforced, these
protections, failing to put in place systems to assess and prevent products
from being attractive to children or to resemble conventional candy or food
typically marketed to kids. Product prohibition was limited only to those
determined to violate these provisions on a case by case basis. The result
has been the proliferation of hundreds of products in legal commerce with
characteristics of candies and foods typically marketed to or known to
attract children and youth in their physical form, name, packaging or
labeling, often with ten doses in a single soda can or edible bar.

o Annual cannabis exposures reported to California Poison Control
increased from below 200 in 2010 to over 1600 by 2020; 50% involved
children, half below age 12; ingestion of gummies, candies, chocolate
and drinks increased significantly. There were only 16 total reported
gummy exposures between 2010 and 2015 vs. 409 in 2020 alone.1

o Nationally, edible cannabis poisonings of children six and under
increased 1,375% between 2017 and 20212 growing in severity. Many
resulted in intensive care or mechanical ventilation, and even, though
uncommon, in death. In those under age 10, edibles were the first cause,
followed by plant material, then concentrates and vaping products. For
10-20 year olds, plant material led, followed by edibles, concentrates
and vaping products, demonstrating that the problem extends beyond
just edibles.

o Cannabis-related emergency department visits in California increased
by 75% between 2016 and 20203

o At Rady Children’s Hospital in San Diego, children under age 10 testing
positive for THC quadrupled since 2016, mostly from edibles, of which
three quarters were from candies or gummies. Half led to hospitalization
and one in ten to intensive care.3

o Multiple CA school districts experienced incidents of cannabis poisoned
children, often in groups, requiring evacuation by ambulance, typically
after ingesting products marketed to resemble candies or chips. Schools
are also seeing widespread vaping of high THC cannabis products
marketed as flavored.

American
Academyof

'# CALIFORNIA ACEP
Pediatrics T RN
CALIFORNIA “
Farvrpaasead is Caltfornte

Child exposure to and consumption of cannabis is neither necessary nor an
acceptable by-product of a legal cannabis market. Our children, youth,
parents and schools cannot afford the continued proliferation of cannabis
products attractive to children. The Cannabis Candy Child Safety Act will
honor the promise and intent of Prop 64 to keep cannabis and its products
out of the hands and bodies of our children.

« Clarify the definition of what is considered “attractive to children.”

« Clearly prohibit the sale, manufacture, packaging, labeling or
marketing of cannabis products in forms attractive to children.

« Require adoption of emergency regulations to implement these
provisions.

These are examples of cannabis products from legal retailers and their
packaging clearly imitating a candy/food marketed to children and likely
to attract youth. Source: Weedmaps
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Use our AR code and sign on in
support today!

For Mare Information Contact: Dr. Lynn Silver, Isilver@phi.org
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Organizations

American Academy of Pediatrics, California
American College of Emergency Physicians, California Chapter
Americans Against Legalizing Marijuana
Bay Area Community Resources

Be the Influence

California Society of Addiction Medicine
California State Parent Teacher Association
Charles Abbott Associates, Inc.

Citizens Against Legalizing Marijuana

City of Del Mar

City of Encinitas

City of Solana Beach

Coastal Communities Drug Free Coalition
County of Los Angeles

County of Marin

County of San Diego Board of Supervisors
County of Santa Barbara

County of Santa Clara

East Bay Times

Fighting Back Santa Maria Valley

Future Leaders of America

Good Samaritan Shelter

Helpline Youth Counseling, Inc.

Hermosa Coalition for Drug-Free Kids

Individuals

Elena 0. Lingas, DrPH, MPH, Berkeley, Alameda County
Nardos Darkera, Oakland, Alameda County
Monique Does, Oakland, Alameda County

Rochelle U Collins, Hayward, Alameda County
Michael Compton, San Andreas, Calaveras County
Claudia Hinojosa, Richmond, Contra Costa County
Tara Segura, Antioch, Contra Costa County

Phillip Drum, Martinez, Contra Costa County

Monica Montoya, South Lake Tahoe, El Dorado County
Alma Sanchez, Los Angeles, Los Angeles County
Sandy Logan, Lancaster, Los Angeles County
Richard Bis, Gardena, Los Angeles County

Chaka Khan Denise Theus, Lancaster, Los Angeles County
Stephanie Ruiz, Sylmar, Los Angeles County

Cathy Morfopoulos, Glendale, Los Angeles County
Dina Enberg, Sausalito, Marin County

Bridget Clark, San Anselmo, Marin County

Marian Ross, Novato, Marin County

Jennifer Taylor, Greenbrae, Marin County

Allison Duckworth, Monterey, Monterey County
Terri Zuniga, San Miguel, Monterey County

Susan Abbott, Rancho Mission Viejo, Orange County
Aloha Agnes G Alonzo, Dallas City, Oregon

Roger Morgan, Lincoln, Placer County

Heidi Gomez, Hemet, Riverside County

Tyler Lopez, Sacramento, Sacramento County
Alison Wohlgemuth, Paicines, San Benito County
Alexis Lyken, Victorville, San Bernardino County
Alexis Lyken, Victorville, San Bernardino County
Barbara Gordon, Del Mar, San Diego County

High Truths on Drugs and Addiction

Institute for Public Strategies

Marin County Board of Supervisors

Marin Healthy Youth Partnerships

Marin Residents for Public Health Cannabis Palicies
Mercury News

Moms Strong, LLC

National Asian Pacific American Families Against Substance Abuse
North Coastal Prevention Coalition

Public Health Advocates

Public Health Institute

Pueblo y Salud, Inc.

Safelaunch

San Marcos Prevention Coalition

SCCAM-Shasta Siskiyou Lassen County Citizens Against Marijuana
Shasta County Chemical People, Inc.

Social Model Recovery Systems

Sonoma Democratic Party

Stanford Reach Lab Youth Action Board

The Meadows Behavioral Health

Wellness Retreat Recovery Center

West Contra Costa Alcohol Policy Coalition

Youth Forward

Becky Rapp, San Diego, San Diego County

Dawn Kamali, San Diego, San Diego County

Katie Poponyak , Encinitas, San Diego County

Kelly McCormick, Del Mar, San Diego County

Peggy Walker, Encinitas, San Diego County

Judith Strang, San Diego, San Diego County

Joe Eberstein, San Diego, San Diego County

Jan Ryan, Carlsbad, San Diego County

Stanton A. Glantz, PhD, San Francisco, San Francisco County
Ann Little, Atascadero, San Luis Obispo County

Karen Martini, Atascadero, San Luis Obispo County
Angela Collins, Santa Maria, Santa Barbara County
Brandie Pena, Santa Maria, Santa Barbara County
Christy Brown, Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara County
Guadalupe Barradas, Santa Maria, Santa Barbara County
Melissa Wilkins, Goleta, Santa Barbara County
Audrey Guizar, Santa Maria, Santa Barbara County
Carrick Adam, Santa Maria, Santa Barbara County
Laura Contreras Chavez, Santa Maria, Santa Barbara County
Douglas Hames, San Jose, Santa Clara County

Allison Hansen, Redding, Shasta County

Chelsea Kefalas, Redding, Shasta County

Helen Vela, Redding, Shasta County

Bart Bright, Benicia, Solano County

Shannon Clay, Santa Rosa, Sonoma County

Rudy Rodriguez, Yuba City, Sutter County

Aaron Poley, Simi Valley, Ventura County

Donna Henri, West Hills, Ventura County

Elaine Booynton, West Hills, Ventura County

Roya Motamedi, Camarilo, Ventura County
Stephanie Lake, Davis, Yolo County

1.Roth W, Tam M, Bi C, Kim J, Lewis J, Ho R, Apollonio DE. Changes in California cannabis exposures following recreational legalization and the COVID-19 pandemic. Clin Toxicol
[Phila). 2022 May;60(5):632-638. doi: 10.1080/15563650.2021.2006212. Epub 2021 Dec 6. PMID: 34871128.

2.Tweet MS, Nemanich A, Wahl M. Pediatric Edible Cannabis Exposures and Acute Toxicity: 2017-2021. Pediatrics. 2023;151(2):2022057761

3.Marijuana Prevention Initiative. (2023). California High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas Report: Marijuana’s Impact on California 2022. Center for Community Research.
https:/ /www.ccrconsulting.org/media/attachments/2023/02/07/ california-marijuana-impact-report-2022-final.pdf.

American

Academyof '* CALIFORNIA ACEP

Pediatrics

CALIFORNIA .‘
tacorparaced in Califernia.

= Forward

r




